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resulting from a case of plague. I happened to know the vernacular of this town, though it was m a different Province from my own I asked the man how long he had been ill; and in the simplest way he told me that he had never been ill, but had been ordered to he in bed quietly while the distinguished inspecting officer was going his round. He also said that all the mails* and other servants had been similarly put to bed for that morning
This is an illustration of two things against which one has very carefully to guard in Indian inspection. The one is what we know as " eye wash," that is, a regular preparation for the inspection by arranging places and things as one would like the inspecting officer to find them. The other is the tendency that some Indians have to strengthen a really strong case by false evidence There could be no doubt whatever that this private and temporary hospital was meeting a real need and doing good work, and yet its promoters were not above putting healthy men into the beds of a selected convalescent ward for the purpose of strengthening the impression of the usefulness of the institution.
In this same institution there occurred that morning an incident which gave me really a thrill of horror The inspecting officer, who was deservedly beloved for his deep interest in the people, and for the courage and devotion with which he fought the terrible battle he had to fight against the plague, was passing through a ward in which some plague patients were lying in more or less serious condition One of these was requested by the chief promoter of the institution to place a garland of flowers round the neck of the inspecting officer. The patient rose from his bed and, standing beside it, placed the garland as requested The inspecting officer, with surely a reckless courage, bowed his head and received it The promoters were fatalistic in their faith, and gave no consideration to the possible consequences of their act.
The fatalism of Muhammadans and Hindus alike, to a very * Mall is a gardener